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BACKGROUND

Submerged between the valleys of Imperial/énd Riversida the Salton Sea’s
unique landscape remains hidden between the towering terrains. it was ficst recognized

as a paradise by early developers, where boating activities, beach ‘resorts and fishing

sports attracted majority of the public. However, since the sitais located in an and cli; ’_

mate the sea's resources has desperataly dminished and forced resdents to fied the 2

area. Although the sea does not hold the same qualities it had when it was stablished; T
the Salton Sea has transformed into a new paradise and redefininathe béaufy of nature l"'; i

The Salton Sea is more than a lake placed in the desert, it is artficial, bizarre, unigue and . b g-‘[_‘“
its natural essence captures travelers from across the globe. San Cogor ¥
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HISTORICAL EVENTS

RESPIRATORY IMPACT

CURRENT

This artificial sea is not naturally made but cre-
ated by accident when an agriculture canal rup-
ture in 1905. This caused the Colorado river to
release enormous amounts of water into the
basin, creating the largest lake in the state of
California.

PHOTO BY AUTHOR

Although this issue was deemed as an agricul-
tural disaster, developers took this as an oppor-

tunity to create a retreat paradise.
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This enigmatic basin was first considered a par-
adise in the desert, Due to a series of heavy
tropical storms, rising water levels forced de-
velopment areas to move inland numerous of
times, while floodings forced home construction
to be abandoned.

Over time the arid climate prevented rainfall to
occur and caused evaporation rates to spike.
The Salton Sea’s water condition continue to
evaporate and is leaving behind 4.5 million tons
of salt annually (Krantz, 2008). These harsh wa-
ter conditions caused many bird and fish popu-
lations to deplete drastically. The sea’s bizarre
location also has no inflow nor outflow of water
which makes it more difficult to resupply its nat-
ural resources.

The depleting water has exposed high amounts
of sediments to the atmosphere and winds are
pushing a “fishy” odor to neighboring cities. The
odor impact can be seen in the image below
and it is produced when organic matter breaks
down the environment lacking oxygen. This re-
action causes hydrogen sulfide gas to produce
and mainly found in deeper locations of the sea.

PHOTO BY ALEX WELSH, 2018




THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The Planner’s Triangle is a simplified approach urban plan-
ners have been utilizing for many years. In an ideal world, the planner
will strive to achieve a balance of all three goals: environmental pro-
tection, social equity, and economic development. Essentially, these
are the main priorities of the city and represented by separate inter-
est groups. All three points on the triangle interactively relate to each
other. If the city values leans strongly towards one interest, than the
city’s goals will steer away from other values.

At the Salton Sea, environmental regulations are mainly securing the
site from being exploited. Individuals that are interested on re-develop-
ing the site, are quickly turned away due to the high expenses needed

to get property to meet the minimum environmental standards.

This problem prevents investors from developing the land, which caus-
es limitation for businesses and work opportunities. This economic
strain is affecting the community because revenue cannot be taxed
nor gained in order to contribute back to the community.

This situation is exactly what happened to the Salton Sea Action Com-
mittee, where money was funded to buy the land, restored and re-de-
veloped in order to gain profit to contribute for future revitalization
projects. Unfortunately, all the money raised was spent on permits
and cleaning out the marina. From a business perspective, stakehold-
ers see no value for funding these projects at the Salton Sea.
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1. HERITAGE

Every location is unique and will not
hold the same value of significance
compared to others. However, it is
important to understand the value
of the site through its community,
history and indigenous connections.

2. RESTORATION

The objective of a restoration plan
should conserve the natural and cul-
tural significance, while minimizing
any environmental impact. Resto-
ration projects and technology are
great solutions for sustaining the
site.

3. TOURISM

Eco-Tourism allows the city to gain
revenue from visitor spending,
without impacting the environment
severely. The money received from
this, will be used to fund for resto-
ration projects.
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4. RELATIONSHIPS & PARTNERS

Economic development will greatly
depend on strong relationships be-
tween developers, businesses and
the local community. If the commu-
nity has an understanding of the
master plan, they will be more sup-
portive for private projects.

5. ARCHITECTURE

Architecture acts an embellishment
to the site by creating anchor points
that attract the general public.
Spaces can also be used for busi-
nesses to support the economy and
community gatherings.

7. POLICIES

It is critical to understand that every
decision made must be approved by
city and state officials. This process
itself can be tedious and sluggish.
However, policies cannot be over-
looked when proposing new solu-
tions.
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Creating small intermediate projects using Art and Urban- Acupuncture to PUTLI CraMDETRN:

attract resources which will increase erwironmental awareness, economic
groweh and qualty of life.

2019 2020 2050
1950 2028

2019 2028 * %
CURRENT CONDITION 10-YEAR PLAN FUTURE CONDITION Y —
i

California’s current 10-year plans are focused on constructing shallow wetlands on “Art « Cupuncture” is not a term planner’s use today, yet more of a tactic

the north and south region of the Salton Sea. Meaning the communities in the east developed through researching several international master-plan guidelines that
support sites in need of ecotourism and case studies that used architectural ex-

perience as a catalyst. In the 18950, the Salton Sea paradise was defined as beach
resorts, fishing sports and boating actmties. However, with the current condtions of
the Salton Sea, there is an opportunity for setting a new type of paradise.

and west region are not going to receive much benefits, besides the constructions
of berms that suppress exposed |lake shores.

ELEMENT 2. ELEMENT 3:
RESTORATION TOURISM

ELEMENT 4: ELEMENT 5: YEAR 2020
RELATIONSHIPS & ARCHITECTURE CA 10-YEAR PLAN
PARTNERS
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This is the most important phase because it

s the catalyst for getting people interestad to the site

dea is not to re e something new, rather

op the node artisbcally to enhance the site's and

communities’ existing identity. For example, Bombay

ach has a rising art communty, whers internation-

artists purchase homes and display their artwork
ch Biennale festival. This art cuk

for the Bombay Be
ture can be used strategy to get people to recog-

rize Bambay Beach.
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As for the Salton Seas, the tourism strategy must grab visitor's attention by integrat-
ng loud and large-scale art projects. However, these object te
entity, but rather contribute to the pestoration of the site. For example, as the desalination
seeds separate the salt and fresh water. The callected salt should be used as art material and
will bring awareness of the harsh salty condibions. The apen art gallery will not only create an

ymotional connection to the visgor butjit is benefiting the sea by reusing the substance that
ds to be extracted.
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n order to attract wandering wsitors, there needs to be @balance BEbwaen art, build-
nas and anginBenng. Architecture than becomes an ingredient t@Besthetigiaing ghe place and
act as-an anchor pointtoastraettee. general public. The millegihials is gufently the largest
aangpation in the market. unlike DREWOUS generations that focused on stapting'a family, milen-
nials value traveing'@ndwall invest towards experience. & is the reason Shigy gb to festivals, art
shows, concerts etc. Currently, tHEFENSamnacket to gain this experielgl, so why not use this

as an advantage to create a new type of paradise fon Biavelars.
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Each of these micro-projects are great strategies for the short-term solution but#
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\t ! transporting water from the Gulf of Mexico. A major issue is that there is not enough
stata's level or the general public to continue funding for projects on the Salton Sea. Bdea
artistically, this will act as an anchor point and attract tourism anound the Salton Sea. Nmm!ymllvsﬂnr
spending be earned, but this will encourage the public to value and support all plans to save the Salton Sea.




