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This artificial sea is not naturally made but cre-

ated by accident when an agriculture canal rup-

ture in 1905. This caused the Colorado river to 

release enormous amounts of water into the 

basin, creating the largest lake in the state of 

California. 

 

 

 

Over time the arid climate prevented rainfall to 

occur and caused evaporation rates to spike. 

The Salton Sea’s water condition continue to 

evaporate and is leaving behind 4.5 million tons 

of salt annually (Krantz, 2008). These harsh wa-

ter conditions caused many bird and fish popu-

lations to deplete drastically. The sea’s bizarre  

location also has no inflow nor outflow of water 

which makes it more difficult to resupply its nat-

ural resources. 

Although this issue was deemed as an agricul-

tural disaster, developers took this as an oppor-

tunity to create a retreat paradise. 

This enigmatic basin was first considered a par-

adise in the desert,  Due to a series of heavy 

tropical storms, rising water levels forced de-

velopment areas to move inland numerous of 

times, while floodings forced home construction 

to be abandoned.

The depleting water has exposed high amounts 

of sediments to the atmosphere and winds are 

pushing a “fishy” odor to neighboring cities. The 

odor impact can be seen in the image below 

and it is produced when organic matter breaks 

down the environment lacking oxygen. This re-

action causes hydrogen sulfide gas to produce 

and mainly found in  deeper locations of the sea. 
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eco-Tourism allows the city to gain 

revenue from visitor spending, 

without impacting the environment 

severely. The money received from 

this, will be used to fund for resto-

ration projects.

every location is unique and will not 

hold the same value of significance 

compared to others. However, it is 

important to understand the value 

of the site through its community, 

history and indigenous connections. 

The objective of a restoration plan 

should conserve the natural and cul-

tural significance, while minimizing 

any environmental impact. Resto-

ration projects and technology are 

great solutions for sustaining the 

site.

economic development will greatly 

depend on strong relationships be-

tween developers, businesses and 

the local community. If the commu-

nity has an understanding of the 

master plan, they will be more sup-

portive for private projects. 
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Architecture acts an embellishment  

to the site by creating anchor points 

that attract the general public. 

Spaces can also be used for busi-

nesses to support the economy and 

community gatherings.

It is critical to understand that every 

decision made must be approved by 

city and state officials. This process 

itself can be tedious and sluggish. 

However, policies cannot be over-

looked when proposing new solu-

tions. 

5. ARCHITeCTURe

7. POlICIeS

 The Planner’s Triangle is a simplified approach urban plan-

ners have been utilizing for many years. In an ideal world, the planner 

will strive to achieve a balance of all three goals: environmental pro-

tection, social equity, and economic development. essentially, these 

are the main priorities of the city and represented by separate inter-

est groups. All three points on the triangle interactively relate to each 

other. If the city values leans strongly towards one interest, than the 

city’s goals will steer away from other values. 

At the Salton Sea, environmental regulations are mainly securing the 

site from being exploited. Individuals that are interested on re-develop-

ing the site, are quickly turned away due to the high expenses needed 

to get property to meet the minimum environmental standards.

This problem prevents investors from developing the land, which caus-

es  limitation for businesses and work opportunities. This economic 

strain is affecting the community because revenue cannot be taxed 

nor gained in order to contribute back to the community. 

This situation is exactly what happened to the Salton Sea Action Com-

mittee, where money was funded to buy the land, restored and re-de-

veloped in order to gain profit to contribute for future revitalization 

projects. Unfortunately, all the money raised was spent on permits 

and cleaning out the marina. from a business perspective, stakehold-

ers see no value for funding these projects at the Salton Sea.

This means that although environmental regulations are conserv-

ing the site, it is also preventing the sea from flourishing economi-

cally and causing instability within the community.


















